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Village Diary 
 

 

March 2004 
Saturday 6th 7.30 pm Coltishall Playing Field Bowls Club, Bingo, Coltishall Village Hall 

Monday 8th 7.30 pm Royal British Legion, Church Room, Coltishall 

Monday 8th 7.00 – 9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club, Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Wednesday 10th 7.30 pm Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council Meeting, Tithe Barn, Horstead 

Wednesday 10th 7.30 pm Wroxham Flower Club, The Church Hall, Wroxham, Barbara Harrold, Designs 
by Arrangement 

Monday 15th 7.30 pm Coltishall Parish Council Annual General Meeting Allotments 

Wednesday 17th 7.00 pm Royal British Legion, Special Group 5 Meeting, Stalham  

Wednesday 17th 7.30 pm Marlpit Editors Meeting 

Wednesday 17th 7.30 pm Coltishall & Horstead Women’s Institute, Church Room, Rectory Road, 
Coltishall 

Thursday 18th 6.30 pm Friends of Coltishall and Spixworth Surgeries, AGM, Coltishall Surgery 

Thursday 18th 8.00 pm Environmental Group, Church Rooms, Rectory Road, Coltishall Next Meeting 

Monday 22nd 7.00 – 9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club, Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

April 2004 
Saturday 3rd 7.15 for 7.30 The Royal British Legion Quiz Night, Village Hall, Coltishall 

Monday 5th 7.00 – 9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club, Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Wednesday 14th 7.30 pm Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council Meeting, Tithe Barn, Horstead 

Wednesday 14th 7.00 pm Royal British Legion, Quarterly meeting Group 5, Stalham 

Wednesday 14th 7.30 pm Marlpit Editors Meeting 

Saturday 17th 7.15 for 7.30 Coltishall Playing Fields Bowls Club, Quiz Night with a ploughman’s & dessert. 

Saturday 17th 2.30 pm Horstead with Stanninghall Annual Parish Meeting, Tithe Barn, Horstead 

Monday 19th 7.00 – 9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club, Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall 

Monday 19th 7.30 pm Coltishall Parish Council, Open - Parish Meeting 

Future Events 
Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th August Flower Festival 

Front Cover Picture 
Spring 
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From The Editors 

 
Recently I received a telephone call from a prospective volunteer to ask where we did the stapling of the 
magazine.  It made me wonder if I should give a brief overview of the way the Marlpit is produced. 

Once a month, except in August and December, the Editors meet at the home of an Editor and discuss the 
items that have been put forward for publication.  It is very rare that we do not publish at least part of an 
entry.  Usually the only ones that are not included are those that are anonymous or could prove libellous or 
extremely controversial. 

We are, however, restricted for space and are unable to produce in full the minutes or accounts of meetings 
held by societies and organisations within the community.  We feel that the appropriate place for the full 
minutes and accounts are on the Notice Boards of the meeting place that is used by a group plus production 
at the AGM.  I hope you all understand that in many instances the full accounts and minutes can be 5 or 6 
pages long and take up a lot of room. 

Once we have agreed on the content then Sid spends many hours putting the whole magazine onto computer.  
He illustrates the articles as well as managing the advertisements.  Once he is happy with the finished article 
he produces a printed version for proof reading.  This is done by one person on the Monday following the 
editors’ meeting.  Any corrections that are necessary are then input to the computer and the printers are 
given their copy.  It is from this copy that all the others are produced. 

Master copies are made of each page and over 1,250 copies of each page are printed.  It is no mean feat to 
ensure that page 2 goes on the back of page 1 when you have nearly 50 pages to produce and 1,250+ of each 
page.  Having printed them all out then the requisite number of sheets that each stapler will need are then put 
into crates and bulk deliverers take the copies round to the staplers’ homes.  The staplers then set about 
collating all the sheets for each copy and stapling them.  They are then ready for delivery by the delivery 
volunteers. 

We are continually on the look out for helpers so if you are able to assist please contact Andrea (see the 
Back Page) who is in charge of distribution. 

A young person wrote into us this month about being frightened by someone, thought to be a man, who had 
chased people in the area of Station Road.  We thought we must bring this incident to everyone’s attention 
and stress that any one who feels that they are being followed, chased or intimidated should contact the 
police at once and in the meantime tell a responsible adult as soon a possible. 

March already!  Who will be the first to hear the sound of the lawn mower? 

Barbara Gidney 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Marlpit aims to produce a magazine as an informative communication of local news, events and articles 
Articles are published in good faith and are not necessarily the opinion of the Editors 

Any item submitted must have a contact name and telephone number for use by the Editors 

 
Non Commercial Advertisements for Village Events, Interests & Activities 

You may submit them in any size of print, style or design you wish 
They will only be accepted if they fit a maximum of a ½ page block 

and will be sized at the Editors’ discretion 
 

Articles for Sale - Personal and Domestic 
Personal advertisements for local residents are free of charge for one issue only 
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Broadband 

 
It seems Broadband Internet is coming to our villages sooner than expected! 

Last month, two fellow volunteer Broadband campaigners, Ronnie and Matt, joined me going door-to-door 
(in the rain) collecting your details to pass on to BT showing your interest in Broadband. 

The idea is BT have asked us to prove there is sufficient interest amongst customers of Coltishall telephone 
exchange, to make it financially viable for them to upgrade the equipment inside the exchange. 

Great news. . . A telecommunications engineer has revealed to us that contractors have been arranged to 
clear redundant equipment in the exchange to make space for the Broadband upgrade which itself is arriving 
in dribs and drabs!  The power supply for the new equipment is sitting in its box in the exchange! 

So it seems we are closer to Broadband than we originally believed. 

The Broadband campaign team would like to give a special thank you to all those who participated in the 
door-to-door collection of details.  Those details have been passed onto BT and the paperwork has been 
shredded to ensure your data is safe. 

It’s not too late to register!  You can register at http://www.bt.com/btbroadband/register/ns_register_intro.jsp 
or email Dave at dave@themarlpit.com.  No computer?  You can register by phone at Freephone 0800 800 
060 or by filling in the slip at the bottom of this page and giving it to any of the editors, addresses on the 
back of The Marlpit, or myself at 55 Patricia Avenue, Horstead. 

If you have any questions about Broadband Internet for our villages, check out our website at 
www.themarlpit.com/broadband or Dave at dave@themarlpit.com. 

Dave 

" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Your Title: 
 

Your First Name: 
 

Your Surname: 
 

Your BT telephone number to have BT Broadband: 
 

Your Postcode: 
 

Signed* 

 

*We need your signature so we can prove to BT that you have given us permission to pass on your details.  
If they BT believe we have passed on your details without consent, they will not install Broadband.  
Registering your interest is just that.  It’s a vote to say you are interested.  There is nothing to say you have 
to be a BT Broadband customer once it becomes available. 
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Dear Editors 
Having only moved to Coltishall six months ago, we are still exploring the wonderful surroundings.  At the 
weekend my wife and daughter accompanied me on a riverside walk from the end of Anchor Road along the 
public footpath. (just out of town a bit from the Rising Sun pub). 

My daughter, (aged seven) was very upset when she saw a family, with a black Labrador dog, walking along 
the public footpath with shotguns on full display.  Regrettably we came across the party again - shortly 
afterwards on our way back, laying food down for ducks and subsequently shooting them when they landed. 

Needless to say, that my daughter was reduced to tears by this.  We tried to get her away as quickly as 
possible but could still hear the shots ringing out as we rushed off. 

Now I know the arguments about town folk moving to the country and not accepting country ways, but I 
have lived all my life in the country and do not accept these practices. 

If wild ducks must really be shot should it be done so close to a public footpath, at dusk, when they are 
settling down for the night?  Should they be lured by food, and should these powerful guns be carried 
without cover? 

Darran Roberts 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Of Fence 
To the person, whose car on Wednesday, 28th January, knocked over our timber fence adjacent to the Londis 
shop and failed to inform anybody of what they had done, congratulations are due.  It would seem that you 
managed to do this without anybody else seeing you. 

Of course you know you did it but you’re not telling, are you? 

Perhaps we should be grateful that it was only a fence that you hit. 

Let’s hope your car wasn’t too damaged. 

M Douglass 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
I Still Want Women’s Clothing 

The first batch collected has left me and is now on it’s way to Romania but 
this is an ongoing need for the foreseeable future, so please keep it coming.  
The response for ladies (not the whole, only their clothing) has been very 
good but there has been little men’s clothing as obviously us poor lads 
have smaller wardrobes. 

What we really need now is children’s clothing as so many youngsters are 
homeless and are sleeping ‘rough’.  DAISY has set up a home/refuge for 
some of these youngsters but the capacity is limited.  DAISY want to do 
more.  The Marlpit area has responded well to the appeal and I hope and 
pray that this will continue.  As before, anything that can be spared is of 
use and if you cannot bring to me, I will collect, and in due course arrange 
forwarding on to those with so little. 

Many thanks 

Alan Groves 

Forever Autumn, Westbourne Road, 737262. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Take Note 

Do you enjoy singing?  If you do, come and join our group.  We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 8.00 - 9.30 pm in Coltishall Church Room.  We sing songs from Africa and other countries and 
much more.  It is great fun so do give us a try!  For more detail please contact Elspeth Compton Tel 738757. 
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Growing Up With Ben 
Last year we were about to leave and take our caravan for a long weekend to 
a site in Kessingland when the usual question cropped up regarding Ben’s 
bike.  Do we take it and, if so, which one? 

Ben had never been comfortable with cycling.  He has a very small bike 
with stabilisers, which he did ride to school last summer term and a larger 
bike without stabilisers that he chooses not to ride at all. 

When we went to Centre Parc at Thetford Forest the cycling problem was 
overcome by hiring a bike for Julie with an extension on the back from 
which Ben could pedal and change gear but did not have to steer or balance.  
This worked well, although I do feel Julie took advantage of Ben as she 
would stop pedalling leaving Ben to pedal for both of them. 

Anyway, back to the do we / don’t we bike saga.  In the end Ben decided 
that he didn’t want to take either bike but he would like to take his scooter.  
Now Ben’s scooter is somewhat small for him (in fact it has now been given 
to Coltishall School for use by the Reception class) but to avoid any 
arguments it was the scooter that we took with us.  Ben informed us that he 
would not ride his bike even if we took it with us, so the bikes were left 
behind. 

When we arrived at the caravan site there were several children of Ben’s age or thereabouts and as you 
might guess they were all riding bikes.  Undaunted by their bikes Ben joined them by riding his scooter.  
However Ben’s scooter was not made for speed and all was not well.  He returned to the caravan one day 
somewhat upset as some of the children had told him that his scooter was for ‘babies’.  Well ‘babies’ was an 
exaggeration but the point had some validity even if it had been made, as children often do, without thought. 

Well I wasn’t too keen to drive home to get Ben’s bike so I asked Ben whether he was still happy to be 
riding his scooter.  He said he was.  In that case, I said, carry on riding your scooter and take no notice of 
what other children might say to you.  With this advice off he went and we waited to see what happened 
next. 

In fact it all went very well.  If there were any taunts we didn’t get to hear of them and it seemed that Ben 
was accepted, scooter and all, into the various groups of children playing on the site.  He became particularly 
friendly with a sister and a brother, the girl slightly older than Ben and the boy slightly younger, and both of 
whom were competently riding bicycles. 

Frequently, when Julie and I were sitting outside our caravan, having a coffee, you would see these three 
children riding past, always in the same order the girl first, then Ben, pushing away furiously on this scooter, 
followed by the other boy.  Ben’s proficiency and speed on this small scooter increased considerably and he 
managed to keep up with the ‘formation’. 

I think a lesson may have been learnt here.  If you are enjoying doing something and you are not interfering 
with anybody else or spoiling their enjoyment in any way, then don’t let anybody put you off what you are 
doing. 

Now the scooter has gone and we are still trying to get Ben to ride his bike. 

p.s.  One of Ben's presents at Christmas was a faster, more streamlined scooter.  Will he prefer this to the 
bike?  Will he ever ride his bike? 

M D 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Hautbois Trefoil Guild 

Whose members are all ex-leaders of Brownies, Guides and Rangers, meet on the first Tuesday of each 
month and have a varied and interesting programme throughout the year.  They have recently celebrated 
their 10th birthday and would be pleased to welcome new members to join them.  If you would like to find 
out more, please ring 01692 538321 for a chat and up to the minute information on the current programme of 
events. 
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Review of ‘Babes in the Wood’ performed by Jubilee Players – Horstead 
‘You didn’t enjoy yourselves’ – ‘Oh. yes we did…..oh. no you didn’t……oh. yes we did.’  A visit to see 
Jubilee Players in Coltishall is always a joy, not only because of their expertise whilst performing plays, but 
also the added anticipation of the unknown in their pantomimes and we were not disappointed last night as 
we watched ‘Babes in the Wood’. 

I have to say that, in my opinion, it was not a good script because it lacked 
body and it had a very weak story line but there were some very funny 
punch lines that were ‘boom boomed’ out by the cast members and when 
some of them were too subtle for some of the audience, they just repeated 
them again which made them even funnier.  It was the first night and 
things did go wrong but the professionalism of the cast turned the 
mistakes into laughter and the forgotten lines into a humorous banter 
between actor and prompt.  Mrs. Piper and her son Tom, Graham Blyth 
and Neil Phillips respectively, worked very well together and when the 
egg joke went completely wrong, they carried on regardless and we 
laughed till we cried…..well almost. 

Gay Lloyd and Steve Penwill as Doo Da and Day were a funny duo but Brian Lloyd, as their controlling Sir 
Silas Arrogant, was wonderfully silly whilst trying to be arrogant and frightening.  The often present ‘silly 
smile’ that he couldn’t seem to help dictated that he could never be arrogant and frightening, so the character 
was achieved with success. 

Hannah Brodie and Louise Lister as Robin Hood and Maid Marion were wonderfully matched and the two 
little babes played by Louise Lister and Katie Piper were adorable. 

Like nearly every amateur group, there was a distinct lack of men in the chorus and I thought that maybe 
some of the taller ladies could have played ‘males’, which in fact they did later on in the panto, and it 
worked well.  The Woodland Fairies danced their way into our hearts with their pretty smiles and outfits.  
However, the chorus ladies as well as Robin and Maid Marion could have used a little more make-up but 
otherwise the costumes and sets were up to their usual skilled standard.  Luckily this group have a very 
talented Production Team. 

We enjoyed our evening very much and look forward to their next production. 

Judi Ingram 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Blacksmith’s Yard Bird Sanctuary 

I read with great interest and understanding the article by ‘Eco-Warrior’ re feeding the garden birds in 
winter.  Here at Blacksmith’s Yard we feed all types of birds with bread, rice, pasta, nuts and sunflower 
seeds.  The birds are healthy and well, but are they grateful? 

When recently we had just had our windows cleaned, a particular bird, (large one probably) repaid our 
efforts with a large ‘deposit’ in the middle of the kitchen window.  It wasn’t an easy target and would have 
involved great skill in coming in low over the pergola, angling its body to achieve the correct trajectory, 
before releasing the ‘bomb’ and then swooping sharply upwards to clear the tiled roof.  Perhaps if it hadn’t 
been so well fed the deposit would have been smaller or may not have hit at all. 

M Douglass 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Coltishall Playing Fields Bowls Club 

A big thank you to all who donated items or helped at our sale on 24th January.  This was a great success and 
we realised a net profit of £162.73 for our club funds. 

Date For Your Diary 

Saturday 17th April, 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm, Quiz Night with a ploughman’s and dessert.  More details in the 
April Marlpit. 

Hazel Bell 
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The Attic Hair Studio 
Just a brief note to say Thank You to the ‘people’ who decided, on Sunday, 15th February, in the early 
morning, to pull from the wall, with great force, my sign.  (Bless!!) 

A case of boredom I do think!! 

Great satisfaction I'm sure, but more satisfaction for me when I watched your little faces on Camera!!! 

Many thanks 

Mrs K L Goodyear 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Coltishall Primary School 

Registering To Start School 
If your child is due to start school 

please register their name at the school by 

Friday 19th March 2004 

Please contact me if you would like to visit the school before making your decision.  I will be happy to show 
you around the school and answer any questions you may have. 

Chris Jones, Headteacher 
Telephone 01603 737481 

email head@coltishall.norfolk.sch.uk 

Admission Policy 
1. By law children must start statutory education full time at the beginning of the term following their fifth 

birthday. Where admission is offered prior to compulsory school age, parents may defer their child’s 
entry into school until later in that academic year. 

2. Children whose fifth birthday falls between 1st September 2004 and 28th February 2005 may start school 
at the beginning of the Autumn Term 2004. 

3. Children whose fifth birthday falls between 1st March and 31st August 2005 may start full time from the 
beginning of the Spring Term 2005. 

Children may also receive part-time education in the Autumn term which will be 5 mornings in first 
half-term and 5 mornings plus Wednesday afternoons, for the second half-term, unless parents or staff 
feel that a child is not ready. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Broadland High School 

We are delighted to be able to tell you that Broadland High School has been successful in its bid to become a 
Specialist College for Mathematics and Computing. 

We would like to thank all our contributors, large and small, for their magnificent support and sponsorship. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Operation Christmas Child 

Have you any spare wool and do you like knitting?  If the answer to both 
questions is yes perhaps you would like to knit some hats and mittens or 
gloves for the Christmas Shoe Boxes for sending later in the year.  We like to 
make sure each box has a hat and pair of gloves or mittens and. however 
many we have, we always seem to run out before the last of the 6,000 or more 
boxes are sealed and sent away. 

Jill Blackburn Tel 737442 
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News From The Post Office 
Firstly I’d like to say sorry to the Bunting family for getting Aemonn 
Bunting’s name wrong last month.  I’d like to blame the gremlins, but 
I’m afraid it was down to me not checking the facts – my sincere 
apologies. 

As I mentioned last month we started delivering Sunday papers in 
Horstead at the beginning of February and have now started Sunday 
deliveries in some parts of Coltishall.  So far we are covering the central 
part of the village around the High Street, Church Street, Rectory Road, 
Westbourne Road and Station Road, and the Ling Common area.  If you 
live in these areas and, like Mr Downing in last months Marlpit, can’t 
live without a Sunday paper being delivered, give us a call (737277) and 
we’ll take care of it.  If you live outside of this area and would be 
interested in getting a paper delivered on a Sunday, let us know and 
we’ll try to add you to the rounds as soon as possible. 

Out on my rounds this week I noticed the first daffodils in bloom.  Now I’m no horticulturalist, but February 
seems very early for daffodils.  Snowdrops and crocuses (should that be crocii?) I’d expect, but I always 
associate daffs with Easter.  Is this down to global warming or is it just that people are planting early 
varieties? 

The decorating in the shop has progressed well since last month and is now mostly complete – internally 
anyway.  Thanks to all of those who have complemented us on the improvement – its nice to know the 
efforts are appreciated.  One last major upheaval will be laying new flooring, which should happen over the 
weekend of 6th March, so I will apologize in advance that some of the shelves may not be accessible.  
However, we will be open as usual and we will do our best to find anything you desperately need. 

Steve Haines 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

CAB On The Move 
The Norwich & District Citizens Advice Bureau is to move from its home for the last sixteen years in the 
Advice Arcade, Guildhall Hill, Norwich to St Vedast House, 3-5 St Vedast Street off Prince of Wales Road. 

The new premises will open its doors to clients for the first time on Monday 23rd February 2004.  St Vedast 
House is a six-storey office block adjacent to Fatso’s Speakeasy Restaurant which, following extensive 
refurbishment, will provide modern, comfortable and roomy accommodation replacing the rather cramped, 
inadequate and outdated facilities currently occupied on Guildhall Hill. 

The CAB will continue its long tradition of giving free, confidential and impartial advice and trying to 
influence the development of social policy locally and nationally and will do so at its various outreach 
venues as well as from its new location.  

Advice is also available at our various outreach venues and appointments can be arranged at Lakenham 
Surgery, Oak Street Medical Practice, Lawson Road Health Centre, Willow Wood Surgery, Hellesdon 
Medical Practice, Acle Medical Practice, Norfolk & Norwich University Hospital.  For details phone 01603 
660857. 

Drop-in centres: Broadland Mobile Information  Services: Cawston Post Office and Reepham Station Road 
Car Park and at Aylsham Library and Dussindale Medical Practice. (Full details ring 01603 660857). 
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Extracts from the Draft Minutes of a Meeting 
Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council 

Held in the Tithe Barn on Wednesday, 11th February 2004 

 
Pond:  Work on the pond had been delayed due to the adverse weather conditions.  An offer had been 
received from a local resident to donate a seat, for which the Council expresses its appreciation. 

RAF Working Parties:  The Chairman had approached the Broads Authority to see if the offer made by the 
Commanding Officer RAF Coltishall for personnel to help on local projects could be used on the Mill Site.  
The Broads Authority, felt, however, that the work should be completed by their employees.  The Broads 
Authority are the tenants of the Mill Meadow and responsible for the footpath on the western side of the 
river together with work on the beach area. 

Annual Parish Meeting:  Confirmed for Saturday 17th April 2004 at 2.30 pm in the Tithe Barn.  The Annual 
Parish Council meeting would be delayed until Wednesday, 16th June 2004 as the elections were now 
scheduled for Thursday 10th June 2004. 

TARMAC Extraction Application - Norwich Road Site:  The latest information was that the revised 
planning application would probably go before the County Council on 26th March 2004.  The current 
excavations were by the Norfolk Archaeological Department carrying out a site survey. 

Police Report:  PC Hicks, stationed at Aylsham, the Community Liaison Officer responsible for Horstead, 
Stanninghall and Coltishall, attended.  The only current crime was the theft of a ‘wheelie bin’ on Mill Road. 
PC Hicks promised to give attention to parking on Glebe Way and Green Lane, plus the Recreation Ground 
and Mill where, in recent days, local youngsters had been holding late night drinking parties. 

Planning 

Longwater Gravel Ltd., Buxton Road:  The District Council had approved an application for entrance/exit 
to the site by one access.  This should mean the wall bordering the road should be preserved. 

No 3 Rectory Road:  The application to sub-divide the curtilage of this property to make another building 
plot had been refused. 

Mill:  Bad weather and high water has curtailed the work on the beach area.  Two seats have been installed 
and paths laid, it was anticipated work would commence in the near future, including the construction of a 
small slipway and grass seeding. 

Problems had occurred over the week-end of 7th / 8th February, with the weight of water flooding down the 
Upper Bure following heavy rain.  The recently installed ‘Automatic Gates’ had not opened, but fortunately 
the Environment Agency local employees opened them manually, thereby saving a serious situation and 
possible damage to Council property.  The Council expresses it’s sincere appreciation to those involved. 

Playing Field:  The Council awaits the Safety Inspectors report, but indications were that the ‘Fort’ would 
have to be demolished due to the rotten supports.  The use of the playing field by youngsters during evenings 
and late at night for drinking parties was causing concern, as the discarded bottles and tins were a danger to 
young children on the site, or using the football area. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Protect the Planet. Say NO to plastic bags!!  Supermarkets love giving you free plastic 
bags to put your pre-packed plastic food items in.  But they do come at a huge price to the 
environment – they will stay on land-fill sites for hundreds of thousands of years! 

So buy some ‘Bags for Life’ (10p each) and use them over and over again!  Better still, 
use paper or cloth bags (some supermarkets are beginning to provide these). 

The Eco-Warrior  
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Coltishall and Horstead Women’s Institute 
The first meeting of the New Year was well attended and the ladies were very fortunate to have a 
demonstration by Geraldine Jozefiak, a local craft teacher, who was able to attend at very 
short notice.  Geraldine outlined her education and current job working with people with 
learning difficulties, providing learning enhancement.  The array of crafts that she had on 
display was splendid, from glass painting, to patchwork and picture frames.  It was quite 
obvious that she had a great gift for inspiring anyone to produce a piece of handicraft. 

The programme for the current year is very varied and interesting.  It was decided that the 
institute would not be submitting an entry for the Colonel Cator cup.  However, the ladies 
were asked to provide tray bakes for the Horticultural and Craft show at the showground on 
3 - 4 April.  Other outings proposed will be to Hampton Court and the Cromer Pier show.  
The members were asked to sort out their bric-a-brac for a proposed car boot sale in the spring. 

The next meeting will be on March 17th when the speaker, Mr David Craske, will talk about a Nursery 
school in Kenya. 

Judi 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

THE JUBILEE PLAYERS 

 

It’s limbo time yet again.  The pantomime is being performed this week (18th - 21st February).  I do hope 
those of you who managed to see it have enjoyed it.  There is an inordinate amount of work that goes into 
the pantomime especially, but it is worth every minute if the audience enjoys the performances. 

So what happens next for The Jubilee Players?  It’s difficult to say at the moment.  Our Annual General 
Meeting is due the third Wednesday in March and, like most organisations that is where a lot of the 
programme for the following year is decided.  Our performance dates have already been set right up to the 
next pantomime; all that’s left to decide is what plays are we going to attempt and whether we have enough 
directors and actors.  I think the summer performance will continue the successful formula of one act plays 
as this has been warmly received for the past two years, and obviously gives the opportunity for more people 
to take part either on the stage or behind the scenes.   

I will make my annual plea for new members yet again.  It’s something that’s seems to be on going with The 
Jubilee Players, but we will always welcome new members.  Especially, yes you have guessed it, men!   So 
if you decide finally to pluck up the courage and want to join our happy band of amateur actors, please do 
not hesitate any longer, pick up the phone and give us a call.  You will be assured of a warm welcome and 
lots of fun! 

Returning to our first subject of the Annual General Meeting, there will be a vote by the membership for 
committee members, which also includes the secretary, so, you never know, you might get someone 
different writing each month!  Not too much cheering please.  But we will have to wait and see.  

A very short and boring message from the Jubilee Players at the moment, but rest assured, plans are afoot to 
bring even more fine productions and you will be informed as soon as any decision is made and so long as it 
is in time for the next Marlpit! 

Jayne Downing 

( 01603 736450    jayne@tinkies.freeserve.co.uk 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Wanted 
For The Marlpit 

Staplers/Collators & Deliverers 
Interested?  Then please ring any Editor!! 

Without all the people working behind the scenes The Marlpit could not be published!!! 
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The Royal British Legion 
At our February meeting, our chairman, Bob Jennings, led the Act of Remembrance 
during which we remembered John Addis of Coltishall and Joe Craven of Buxton - 
two members who passed away recently. 

Bob gave a report of the recent annual county conference at which a resolution 
submitted by our Branch was accepted and will now go forward to the national 
conference of the Legion in the Spring.  The resolution proposed the amalgamation 
of Ordinary members and Associate members into one category of membership. 

He also gave a report on the recent Group 5 meeting and stated that the next Quarterly meeting of the Group 
would be on Wednesday, 14th April at Stalham and that a special Group meeting to consider the report of the 
County Working Structure Group would be held at Stalham on Wednesday, 17th March. 

The long service to the Branch of two members was honoured when former Treasurer Captain Bert Moore 
and former Standard Bearer Eddie Watts were presented with Branch Certificates of Appreciation.  Our 
vice-Chairman, Charlie Smith, made the presentation on behalf of the Branch and paid tribute to the service 
and work carried out by both members before they retired.  Our next Branch meeting will be held in the 
Church Room, Coltishall, on Monday, 8th  March. 

The Quiz You Look Forward To 
Yes, it’s here again.  Our annual quiz will be held in the Village Hall, Coltishall, on Saturday, 3rd April.  For 
details of tickets etc. please refer to our advert on another page. 

If you would like to donate a prize for the raffle we will be pleased to call for it or accept it at home. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
News From The Bell Tower 

I only glance through, rather quickly, a magazine called The Ringing World, shame 
on me, I should really read it cover to cover, but one article caught my eye, written 
by Ken Davenport, the tower captain of St. Paul's Church Wokingham, and it read 
as follows: 

On Wednesday 28th January at approximately 5.30 pm the spire of the church was 
struck by lightning.  Nothing untoward was noticed until about 11.30 pm when 
flames were seen in the upper portion of the tower.  The tower is surmounted by a 
tall spire, which is visible for many miles.  The fire service was quickly in 
attendance and was able to contain the fire in the tower. 

The fire continued to rage in the tower and at 3.00 am the bells and frame fell through the ringing chamber 
onto the floor of the porch.  The church approaches and interior have been cleaned and services are being 
held as normal.,  The south door is being used for entry since the tower was situated immediately over the 
porch in the north entrance.  The church does not have a west door. 

The bells were a complete ring of eight by Warner's and were installed at the time of the consecration of the 
church in 1864.  They were re-hung and retuned by the Whitechapel Foundry in 1987.  All the bells have 
been damaged and arrangements are being made for the removal of the debris from the base of the tower and 
recovery of the bell metal.  Inspection of the structure of the tower and spire can then be made.  We happen 
to know of a Norfolk ringer who had his name on the Peal Board which is unfortunately no more. 

On a much happier note, we were very pleased to hear that the three Horstead Church Bells can now be 
chimed.  This was brought about by their PCC who asked for the help of two Coltishall ringers, who were 
only too pleased to help out using the knowledge gained when refurbishing their own tower a few years ago. 

I thought you may like to read an old advertisement from the archives of the Ringing World in 1904.  
‘Ringers Chairs’ First-class cane seated chairs direct from the manufacture, with a bell neatly carved in top, 
well finished and polished, either birch, mahogany, walnut or satin walnut. 3s (15p) each.  A couple of those 
would look very nice on my patio, especially for 15p each!! 

Audrey Weston (Secretary) 

.
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Environmental Group 
News 

What a shame so many of you missed our last meeting on Thursday 12th February! 

We were treated to a really interesting talk by Peter Croot and Brian Abbs who, 
together with Alan Spinks, make up a team of Community Tree Wardens for 
Coltishall, Horstead and Hautbois.  They told us of their work which involves 
initiating and evaluating environmental projects, liaising with Parish and District 
Council to obtain grants, maintaining and protecting natural habitats such as ponds, 
hedges and meadows, as well as trees. 

Did you know there is a Community Apple Orchard at the end of the allotments in Coltishall and that our 
tree wardens were awarded 1st Prize by BDC for this project?  The prize money was donated to the Horstead 
Mill Restoration fund.  It contains 27 varieties of Norfolk apple and is surrounded by a hedge of hazel, holly, 
hawthorn and wild rose.  Aren’t we lucky to have such a beautiful place to escape to right here in the heart of 
our village! 

They also have many plans for the future – including a community woodland, wild flower meadow, hedge 
planting schemes, locating and protecting veteran trees in our area and restoration of ponds and streams.  
Aren’t they a busy trio!! 

If you feel inspired by all this I’m sure they would welcome any offers of help.  We have decided to have a 
late summer meeting in the Orchard to help rake up the grass – and also to enjoy beautiful setting (and the 
apples!). 

Watch this space for more information. 

Next Meeting 
Thursday, 18th  March, 8.00 pm, Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall. 

Come and put your Recycling questions to the Recycling Officer from Broadland District Council. 

Anything from what to put in your recycling bin to how it is recycled.  Promises to be a fascinating evening! 
Fair Trade drinks and nibbles provided 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Coltishall Jags Youth Football 
Under 8’s - Saturday 7th  February 2004 

We played E C Warriors who we have previously beaten 1 - 0.  Today however, we 
failed to produce either effort or football ability and were deservedly beaten 2 - 0. 

We than played Norwich United B whom we had previously beaten comfortably 2 - 
0.  We again failed to raise our game against weak opposition and were 1 - 0 down at 
half time and 2 - 0 down shortly into the second half.  Finally we started to play with 
enthusiasm and ability and scored twice to make it 2 - 2.  The winning goal eluded us 
however and we had to settle for a draw. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Night Flying 

Jaguar aircraft from RAF Coltishall will be night flying from the 
base on the following dates: 

1st - 4th March   8th - 11th March 

29th March - 1st April  5th - 8th April 

Inclusive until 11.30pm. 

Most of the activity will take place away from the base and any 
landings after 11pm will be straight in approaches to minimise the 
noise in the local area. 
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Friends of Coltishall and Spixworth Surgeries 
This is a quiet time of the year but administration must go on and planning for the 
future carried out. 

The Friends’ AGM is to be held on Thursday 18th March 2004 in the Coltishall 
Surgery at 6.30 pm.  You are all very welcome to attend – and even offer your 
assistance in any shape or form if you want to.  Even if you don’t wish to join in, 
well, just come along and sit and listen. 

We extend a very warm welcome to Mrs Daphne Knights who has recently joined 
us. 

Looking to the future, a Fashion Show is planned for Friday 4th June 2004.  Further 
details of this and other events will be published in the next Marlpit. 

Gisela Revill 
Publicity Officer 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Coltishall Community Association 

The combined AGM of the CCA and Sports and Social Club was held in two parts on Tuesday, 20th January 
and Monday, 2nd February 2004 with a disappointing support from members. 

The revised management structure, published in the December 2003 / January 2004 issue of the Marlpit and 
the revised constitution were adopted. 

The following Officers were elected: 

Chairman Ray Thompson  738392 

Secretary Dee Scarland  07803 695137 (Mobile) 

Treasurer Brian Bell  737233 

The following members were elected to the management committee, having agreed to become trustees:- Joe 
Chapman, Chris Oakes and Tony Stillwell. 

A number of other members and representatives of affiliated organisations, whilst willing to offer 
themselves for election to the management committee, declined to do so until the question of indemnity 
insurance for trustees had been clarified.  This is being investigated but it appears that the prior agreement of 
the Charity Commissioners is required. 

The question of the appointment of the holding trustees for the lease of the land granted to the CCA by the 
Parish Council has been referred to the Council. 

The financial statements of the CCA and Social Club for the year ended 31st March 2003 were adopted.  
These show that although the CCA made a small profit on its activities this was counterbalanced by the loss 
sustained by the Social Club on its trading for the year.  It is clear that these issues must be addressed 
urgently by the new committee, particularly in view of the building work required to comply with the 
Disability Discrimination Act, which is likely to cost in excess of £34,000.  While some grant assistance has 
been agreed and other grant aid is being applied for, it is certain that the CCA will be required to make some 
significant financial contribution. 

Copies of the financial statements are available from Ray Thompson, 738392. 

A number of committee members, some of whom had served for several years, retired at the AGM.  We 
would like to express our grateful thanks for their loyalty and service to the community in what is often a 
thankless task. 

We have a continuing need for help from committed members of the Coltishall community to build on to the 
foundation which has been established. Please get in touch with any committee member if you are interested. 

Ray Thompson 
Chairman 
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Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club 
Last month we mentioned the 28th Charter Anniversary Lunch to be held in the 
Broads Hotel in Hoveton on Sunday 1st.  This was attended by Lions from 5 other 
clubs, our club members and volunteers who have helped us during the year.  We 
were able to raise £4,500 on the Tombola kiosk last year and it was this amount 
which was donated to our special guests Margaret Howard on behalf of the Breast 
Cancer Resource Fund, Mr Edwin Ho, Consultant urological surgeon, for Prostate 
Research both from the University Hospital at Colney and Margaret Groom on 
behalf of Norfolk Multiply Sclerosis Society. 

They were all pleased on behalf of their charities to receive £1,500 each.  Lion President Mike Barker was 
proud to point out that it was a pleasure to have Mr Edwin Ho visit him as he has been to the NNH so many 
times it was nice to get his own back.  Margaret Groom is the wife of our District Governor John Groom and 
they both support the MS centre in Anmer on the Sandringham estate.  Lion Margaret chose this appeal for 
her District Governor’s Lady’s Charity for the year.  She will help provide a minibus to transport MS 
patients throughout our area to Anmer.  If you know of any one who may be interested in this venture, please 
contact us and we will be pleased to get information to you. 

The Castaways; tickets are on sale from the Lions Shop for a performance of this local singing group to be 
held on Saturday 17th April, 7.30 for 8.00 at Hoveton Village Hall.  The price is only £5, which is 
tremendous value for this well-known band, and there is a bar and we will have a raffle for local charities. 

The Lions shop remains busy; the fast turn over of many items donated daily ensures a new bargain every 
day.  Local people have donated everything we sell.  Unlike most national charities we do not buy anything 
at all.  Lions are a Service organisation; it has no allegiance to specific charities, and we support any, but 
especially local, causes if we can.  Everyone who donates items for sale can enter into a monthly draw, 
should they win, a cheque for £100 is sent to their nominated charity; this month Mrs Karen Parr from 
Tunstead wins that amount for ‘United Norwich Kidney Patients Association’ 

The Lions Shop, Riverside Centre, Hoveton.  01603 783737. 

Ordinary People doing Amazing things. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Hoveton, Wroxham & District Gardening Club 

 
We are a very friendly gardening club, with speakers on varying subjects and outside visits.  This year’s 
calendar is as follows: 

18th March  Three Way Quiz at Cromer (transport can be arranged) 
17th April  Spring Show Hoveton Village Hall 
14th May  Outside meeting at Fairhaven, South Walsham, £3.25 concession 
16th June  Outside visit to RHS Garden, Hyde Hall, Chelmsford, £6.50 inc. 
  2nd July  Fuchsias, Hoveton Village Hall, 7.30 pm 
  6th August  Desert in Bloom, Hoveton Village Hall, 7.30 pm 
11th September  Autumn Show 
  1st October  Shrubs for Winter Interest, Hoveton Village Hall, 7.30 pm 
  5th November  Birds & Wild Flowers in your Garden, Hoveton Village Hall, 7.30 pm 
21st November  Sunday Lunch venue to be arranged 
  3rd December  Butterflies and Moths of Norfolk, Hoveton Village Hall, 7.30 pm 
  7th January 2005 AGM with flower and local geography quizzes, Hoveton Village Hall, 7.30 pm 

Subscription only £5 a year.  More details from Pam, 01603 782041 
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Wroxham Flower Club 
The Church Hall, Wroxham 

Wednesday, 10th March, 7.30pm 

Tonight Barbara Harrold will be demonstrating ‘Designs by Arrangement’.  There will 
also be a competition entitled ‘Small Spring Basket’ and we look forward to seeing 
lots of entries for this.  A cup of tea or coffee and biscuits will be available after the 
meeting.  The sales table will have lots of interesting flower arranging items at 
reasonable prices. 

New members who wish to join are always welcome; you do not have to be a flower 
arranger.  Please telephone 01603 783677 for more details. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Royal British Legion 
In aid of Coltishall & District Branch Funds 

Coltishall Village Hall 
Saturday, 3rd April 2004 
7.15pm for 7.30pm Start 

Quiz Night 
All Welcome - Teams of up to 8 people 

Tickets £5 Each 
(Including Ploughman’s Supper) 

Available from 
Bob Jennings, 3 Rectory Road, Horstead - 738335 
Charlie Smith, Rectory Road, Coltishall - 737544 

Benjie Jordon, Grove House, 40 High Street, Coltishall - 738325 
The Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall - 738435 

Raffle 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Coltishall Playing Field Bowls Club 
Bingo 

Coltishall Village Hall 
Saturday 6th March 2004 

7.30 pm 
25p on the Door 

Raffle – Bar Open 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

  

 

THE ZOO 
Bolton Rowe and W S Gilbert 

 

THE SORCERER 
W S Gilbert & Sir Arthur Sullivan 

 

 13th - 17th April 2004 at 7.30 pm 
Sprowston High School Cannerby Lane, Sprowston, Norwich 

Tickets £7 - £8 From: 01603 403678 or 419896 
and Elkin Music, 31 Exchange Street, Norwich 01603 666332 
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