
THE MARLPIT 
THE COMMUNITY PAPER FOR THE VILLAGES OF COLTISHALL, 

HORSTEAD AND GREAT HAUTBOIS 
 

www.themarlpit.com 

December 2003 
& 

January 2004 



 1

 
 

Village Diary 
 

December 2003 
Saturday 6th 10.00 - 12.00 Advent Coffee Morning, Coltishall Rectory 

Saturday 6th 2.00 - 4.00 Coltishall & Horstead Pre-School Christmas Fayre, Coltishall Village 
Hall 

Saturday 6th 7.30 pm Coltishall Playing Field Bowls Club, Bingo, Coltishall Village Hall 

Wednesday 10th 7.30 pm Wroxham Flower Club, The Church Hall, Wroxham, Christine Picton, 
‘So This is Christmas’ 

Monday 12th 7.30 pm Royal British Legion, Church Room, Coltishall 

Wednesday 17th 7.30 pm Coltishall and Horstead Women’s Institute, Christmas Party & 
Entertainment, Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall  

   

January 2004 
Monday 5th 7.30 pm Coltishall Parish Council, Meeting, Village Hall, Rectory Road 

Wednesday 14th 7.30 pm Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council Meeting, Tithe Barn, 
Horstead 

Thursday 15th to 
Sunday 18th 

Various The Wizard of Oz, Horning Village Hall 

Tuesday 20th 7.30 pm CCA, Annual General Meeting, Church Room, Rectory Road 

Wednesday 21st 7.30 pm Marlpit Editors’ Meeting for February Edition 
   

Future Events 
Wednesday18th to 
Saturday 21st February 

The Jubilee Players, Babes in the Wood, Tithe Barn, Horstead 

Saturday 7th & Sunday 
8th August 

Flower Festival 

  
 

Front Cover Picture 
 

Festive 
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These proposals were accepted at the CCA and SC Management Committee at their meeting on 
Tuesday, 18th November 2003.  The details will now be worked up by a small sub-committee for 
presentation to the AGM of the CCA to be held on: 
 

Tuesday, 20th January 2004, 7.30 pm 
Church Room, Rectory Road 

Make a note in your new 2004 diary! 
 
For these new proposals to work we desperately need enthusiastic volunteers from all sections of 
the community especially those with an Interest in committee work and particularly those with a 
business, legal or accounting background. Support your Community Association.  Please contact 
me on 737892 if you are interested. 
 

Ray Thompson 
Acting Chairman 

 

 

Coltishall Community 
Association 

A Registered Charity 

Management Committee of the Coltishall 
Centre, Village Hall and Social Club. 

(Trustees of Charity) 
 

Upholding of Charity’s Aims &Objects 
Letting of Hall 

Maintenance of Buildings and Fields 
Social Functions 

Coltishall 
Parish Council 

(Owners of 
Freehold) 

Members and Affiliated 
Clubs & Organisations 

(subs) 

Trading Company to run bar. 
Wholly owned subsidiary of 

CCA who appoint the majority 
of Directors. 

 

All profits gift aided to CCA 

This proposed structure will enable the CCA to comply with the Charity Commissioners 
recommendations concerning the sale of alcohol on charity premises, (ie that it is administratively 
separate). 
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THE JUBILEE PLAYERS 

 
I love it when a plan comes together!  A potential pantomime piano player has finally been found, 
thanks to those in Marlpit land who contacted me.  A willing volunteer is ready to take on the 
mantle of Musical Director and the Jubilee Players are extremely grateful and look forward to 
working with him. 
 
But working with him on what exactly?  Well, that is also beginning to take shape, the pantomime 
this year will be Babes in the Wood by Bob Heather and Roger Lamb.  Neil Phillips is directing 
and will be holding the auditions this week.  So things are finally moving, mind you I have to 
admit, it has been nice having a bit of a break and being able to watch a bit of television, something 
I don’t normally have much time to do. 
 
Back to Babes in the Wood, before I start talking about Channel 4’s Wife Swap or something else 
boring like that.  It is a very funny pantomime full of silly jokes and great characters.  And, of 
course, full of that most important ingredient, audience participation.  Mrs Piper is an owner of a 
pie shop in Nottingham.  Her son, Tom, (need to remember your nursery rhymes here) gets himself 
and his mother into a lot of trouble when he steals the Sheriff of Nottingham’s prize pig.  When the 
Sheriff discovers this heinous crime, he closes the pie shop and forces Tom and his Mother to move 
to the castle.  Once there, they have to look after the Sheriff’s niece and nephew.  Sadie and 
Simon’s father (the Sheriff’s late brother) fostered his children to the Sheriff in his will.  Already I 
am beginning to think that this man has made a big mistake.  I am sure that no good will come of it! 
 
Sure enough, my prediction comes true, because the Sheriff discovers that he will inherit his 
brother’s fortune should anything happen to the two children.  He enlists the help of his two dopy 
deputies Doo-Dah and Day to get rid of the twins.  It is a good job that Sadie and Simon live in 
Nottingham, because Robin Hood, Friar Tuck, Little John, Will Scarlett and, of course, Maid 
Marion all rush to the rescue, helped, or should that be hindered, by Mrs Piper and her son, Tom. 
 
All of the characters are great fun and the script is hilarious and I am positive that this year’s 
pantomime will be a huge success.  The pantomime will take place from Wednesday 
18th February 2004 to  Saturday 21st February 2004, with the usual two performances on Friday and 
Saturday.  So for those of you with next year’s diary already, please add it to the list of things to do 
during the first half term week of the New Year.  Tickets for the pantomime will go on sale on 
Saturday 24th January at 1pm - 2pm at the Tithe Barn, then after that they will be available from 
Margot Miller, Bure View, Mill Road, Horstead, telephone number (01603) 737176. 
 
Jayne Downing 

 01603 736450    jayne@tinkies.freeserve.co.uk 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Wroxham Flower Club 
 

The Church Hall, Wroxham 
 

Wednesday, 10th December 
Start 7.30 pm 

 
Tonight the demonstrator will be Christine Picton from Norwich and 
the title of her demonstration will be ‘So This is Christmas’. 
 
The sales table will have lots of interesting Christmas flower arranging 
items at reasonable prices.  A glass of mulled wine and a mince pie 
will be served. 
 

Visitors are welcome for a charge of £4.50.  New members who wish to join are always welcome, 
you do not have to be a flower arranger.  Please telephone 01603 783677 for more details. 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

News From The Bell Tower 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Northern Branch of ringers was held in the 
Church Hall at Hethersett on 8th November 2003. 
 
Roger Broadest, the secretary of the Northern Branch, will produce a full 
account of the proceedings at a later date, but I thought you may be interested 
to hear of one or two points raised. 
 

It was reported that the Northern Branch were way up in the results of the various ringing 
competitions which was very nice to hear, and I know each year we tentatively talk about entering, 
but maybe the time has come to take the ‘Bull by the Horns’ and next year enter one of the ringing 
competitions.  Why not?  Nothing ventured, nothing gained.  The Striking Competition is to be held 
on the last Saturday in September 2004, so don't all leave the country! 
 
Next year one of our practice meetings will be held at Holt, this being the December one, and it was 
thought a good idea to hold it at the same time as the Holt carol service and the switching on of the 
Christmas lights etc., which is quite an event there.  Most shops stay open and there is much eating 
of mince pies, sausage rolls and the odd tipple, but I'm not sure how much practising would be 
done! 
 
It was proposed to have a Northern Branch website and exchange information with the other 
branches, it certainly would be very interesting to hear about all the activities going on in other 
parts of the country.  As with all these things, it takes a lot of time and effort to set up in the first 
instance, so it will be put to the Branch Committee to discuss more fully. 
 
There are now 240 members of the Northern Branch and all the Coltishall ringers are members. 
 
Last but by no means least, we had some very favourable comments on the ringing of the muffled 
bells for the Remembrance Service, it really did go well and we were all very pleased to have been 
able to take part on such an occasion. 
 
Audrey Weston 
Secretary 
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Coltishall Jags Under 8 Football Team 
 
On Sunday 2nd November we played two friendlies -v- Worstead U8's at Worstead and drew 1 - 1 
and won 5 - 0.  Goal scorers were George Pennington (4), Gus Getley and Joe McGuire.  It was a 
wet and very cold day and thanks go to the players and the spectators for braving the elements. 
 
On Saturday 8th November we played two league matches.  Against East 
Coast Warriors (Sheringham) we recorded our first win 1 - 0 with 
George Pennington scoring.  This was an excellent and determined 
effort against a very good team. 
 
Our second game against an even stronger side, Norwich United 'A', 
resulted in a 4 - 1 defeat but this score flattered the opposition in what 
was a keenly contested game.  There were excellent performances in 
both games from Charlie Shepherd in goal, Harvey Margzewski-
Newman in defence and Daniel Murphy in mid-field and George 
Pennington who scored a goal in both games.  Our younger players 
continue to gain useful experience against older opposition. 
 
In true football tradition it is fair to say that the manager was 'over the moon' with our first league 
win. 
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Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club 
December 2003 

 
Caister Lifeboat:  On Tuesday 11th October Derek George gave a super talk 
about this independent lifeboat; unlike the RNLI, Caister raise all of their 
own funding.  Their present fund raising initiative was launched to purchase a 
new boat while the old one still needs £2,000 a week to keep it and the 
organisation afloat.  The Caister Lifeboat was pleased therefore to accept a 
cheque for that amount from our President Lion Mike Barker. 
 

Sea Palling Lifeboat:  Before the next edition of the Marlpit we hope to have a similar presentation 
by Sea Palling volunteer life boat who are also raising money to replace their ageing inshore boat, 
The Leo, which was named after the Lions Leo Club, who raised most of the money for that appeal.  
We hope to be able to help them as well. 
 
Lions at Christmas:  We will be providing some £2,000 again for; East Anglia's Children's 
Hospices - Quidenham; the money pays for a Christmas present to the children.  The Broads Hotel 
and Hotel Wroxham will have our Presents appeal for needy children under their Christmas trees.  
We are also paying for Christmas Dinners for St Martin's Housing Trust, building a better life for 
homeless people in Norwich, The Norwich Night Shelter, we also donate to them all of the 
Tombola prize stock which is left over from our summer kiosk appeal.  There will be a bucket rattle 
to carols under the tree in the Precinct at Hoveton, Saturday and Sunday before Christmas– please 
come along and exchange Christmas greetings. 
 
£100 Monthly Draw:  One Saturday afternoon two very polite young girls brought delivery after 
delivery of boxes and bags from the house their grandparents lived in and for every visit a new 
charity was chosen for the draw.  Luckily one of those tickets was subsequently drawn so £100 will 
be sent to 2nd Hellesdon Scouts thanks to Charlotte and Sophie Page ages 11 and 8. 
 
Thank you all for your support in 2003 – We Wish you a Merry Christmas and a Very Happy 2004 
 

Ordinary People doing Amazing things. 
 
The Lions Shop 
01603 783737 

 


