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Monday 9" 7.00-9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club
Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall
Monday 9" 7.30 pm Coltishall Parish Council Allotment Meeting
Village Hall, Rectory Road, Coltishall
Wednesday 11" 7.30 pm Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council Meeting
Tithe Barn, Horstead
Thursday 12 8.00 pm Environmental Group, Church Rooms, Rectory Road, Coltishall
Wednesday 18"  7.30 pm Marlpit Editors Meeting
Wednesday 18" 7.30 pm Coltishall & Horstead Women’s Institute

Church Room, Rectory Road, Coltishall

Wednesday18™  See Advert The Jubilee Players, Babes in the Wood, Tithe Barn, Horstead
to Saturday 21%

Monday 23" 7.00-9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club
Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall

Saturday 28" 7.30 pm Friends of Coltishall Church, Going For A Song
Concert by The Musical Friends, Coltishall Parish Church

March 2004

Monday 1°" 7.30 pm Coltishall Parish Council Meeting,
Village Hall, Rectory Road, Coltishall
Monday 8" 7.00-9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club
Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall
Wednesday 10" 7.30 pm Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council Meeting
Tithe Barn, Horstead
Wednesday 10" 7.30 pm Wroxham Flower Club, The Church Hall, Wroxham
Barbara Harrold, Designs by Arrangement
Monday 15" 7.30 pm Coltishall Parish Council Annual General Meeting Allotments
Wednesday 17" 7.30 pm Marlpit Editors Meeting

Monday 22" 7.00 -9.00 Coltishall & Horstead Youth Club
Social Club, Rectory Road, Coltishall

Future Events

Saturday 3" April The Royal British Legion Quiz Night, Village Hall, Coltishall
Saturday 7" Sunday 8" August Flower Festival

Front Cover Picture

‘Be My Valentine’
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Coltishall Primary School Near Top Of Primary League Table

You may already have read in the local paper that Coltishall came sixth in
the Primary Schools league table for Norfolk. This is the highest position
we have ever achieved and is a tribute to the skill and hard work of the
teachers and other staff and to the hard work of the children. The national
tests for eleven-year-olds are commonly known as SATs or Standard
Assessment Tests. They are used to test the children in English,
mathematics and science. Level 4 in these tests is the level expected that
most children will achieve. Level 4 is the benchmark for standards for
children in their last year at primary school.

In 2003 the percentage of children who achieved level 4 or higher in Coltishall was:
English 93% Mathematics 96% Science 100%

Nationally the results were:
English 75% Mathematics 73% Science 87%

We are fortunate in that the school serves a stable community in a pleasant area where the parents
are very supportive of the school and are keen for their children to achieve well. Some schools
serve very different communities where there may be social deprivation, a high proportion of
children with special needs and other factors which make it very hard for those schools to achieve
as well in national tests.

The staff in school, with the active support of the governors and parents, work hard to enable all
children to achieve as well as possible in English and mathematics. As well as each class having a
daily literacy (English) and numeracy (mathematics) lesson we have intervention groups to help
some children catch up to the expected standard. Some examples: a small group of children in Year
1 (6 year olds) will receive ELS, that is Early Literacy Support, in the form of several short
additional lessons each week during the spring term; small groups of children in Years 3 and 4
(eight and nine year olds) have ALS lessons, these are Additional Literacy Support lessons taught
for two or three half hour lessons each week additional to the daily literacy lesson. These
additional lessons are taught by teaching assistants.

These groups and other intervention groups aim to boost the attainment of certain children who
have not yet reached the expected standard. We also have special needs groups whereby the
Special Needs teacher will take a small group of children out of the literacy or numeracy lesson and
teach children separately for two lessons a week while the rest of the class is being taught by the
class teacher.

So we all work as effectively as we can to improve the attainment of all our children, but there are
some children who, despite our best efforts and the children’s best efforts, will not reach the
expected level. Almost all of these children will have special needs of one kind or another and
have received teaching in special needs groups or intervention groups but have not been able to
achieve as well as others. Each year the proportion of children in each class with special needs
varies and when that class comes to take the tests for eleven-year-olds we cannot expect that all of
the children achieve level 4. For some children to achieve level 3 is close to a miracle and
represents a huge effort by the child, parents, teachers and teaching assistants over many years.

We are delighted that the school has done well in 2003 but we must remember that for some
children a lower level of achievement represents real progress and deserves celebrating just as
much.

Chris Jones
Headteacher



Coltishall Primary School
Poems
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Crystallised Green

I entered the mass of crystallised green.
Insects chirped.

Butterflies flapped in front of my face.

Vines and ferns tangled around me

As | stood staring at the busy creatures

Creeping around me.

Tigers lap water up

While leopards lie about in the burning sun.
Crickets and grasshoppers click in the dry soil.
Worms squirm in the roots of the climbing trees.
Lemurs bombard the jungle.

And flowers brighten the tinted forest.

| feel week and dizzy

As | look at all the camouflaged colours.

By Lily Bunting-Branch
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The Storm

The Wild Storm rages like and angry giant.

Spitting lightning bolts through the sky like fiery weapons.
As its thunderous voice loud and echoes furiously

The wind shrieks streaky like a scream.

Its icy winds grip the house as lightly as possible.

The rain beats furiously against the windows like a baseball.
Inside the fire greets us like Christmas.

And we feel as warm and snug as a bed.
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In the Jungle

I see the trees like ghosts

I hear a lion howling

As | feel a flower

A wasp flies out

| find a snake with its prey
Curling, curling around and around
I hear a lynx calling

I turn to see a pair

Of eyes glowing towards me.

By James Q



Traffic

Thank you to all those connected with The Marlpit, it is always
enjoyable and informative.

We note the letter from Steven Haines in the December/January
issue of The Marlpit about the dangers of speeding traffic in the

village especially the B1150 corridor.

We totally agree with Mr Haines that something should be done before there is a loss of life.
Regrettably, one of the criteria for developing any traffic calming/speed reduction programme is
‘accident level’. Coltishall has been lucky in respect that there has not been any personal injury
resulting from collisions recorded in the past five years. No doubt anyone walking or crossing

some of the roads in the village must wonder how this can be. We have been fortunate.

Villagers may not be aware that Norfolk County Council are well advanced with a proposed
scheme to address speeding and improve road safety on the B1150 in the village. This scheme is
due for implementation within the coming months. Norfolk County Council has provided us with
the following update: -

The proposed 20 mph limit for the village centre has gone through the Traffic Regulation Order
process and Norfolk County Council states they received one objection which is receiving due
attention.

The parking area on the south side of the Wroxham Road is to be removed to improve traffic
flow; there have been no objections, under the Traffic Regulation Order process, to this
proposal.

The turning from the High Street onto the Wroxham Road (by the Jet garage) is to be improved.

The 'gateway' into the village from the Scottow direction on the B1150 from the north is under
review. Ripple print, a surface that should encourage drivers to reduce speed, is being
considered but as this is a new material NCC are assessing its effectiveness, durability and cost
implications.

The footway to the service road north of the railway bridge (North Walsham Road) is to be
improved; this is currently in the design stage.

NCC will carry out an audit of signage throughout the village, unneeded signs will be removed,
and others will be brought up to date.

A *build out” at the junction of Westbourne Road and Station Road is in the design stage. This
is intended to improve pedestrian safety at this point. (However, we understand that this is
planned for the north side of Westbourne Road, which does not have a footpath!)

Hopefully, there will be improvement resulting from these proposals, but do they go far enough?
Together with neighbours on Station Road we have been in communication with NCC for over two
years addressing the question of improved road safety. Horstead has the benefit of flashing speed
signs to reduce speed, a traffic island to provide safer passage and yet we are informed that these
are not considered appropriate for Coltishall. We wonder why.

Irene and Mike Gross



Speed Limits

Whilst approving the proposed 20mph speed limit being
imposed in the village of Coltishall, unless this is effectively
policed it is a total waste of time! Many motorists ignore the
current 30mph limit (and the 40mph one along Great
Hautbois Road), and, no doubt, will do likewise with the new
one.

One only has to look at the stretch of Constitution Hill in Norwich outside Blyth Jex School which
has a 20mph limit, where | have yet to see a vehicle (including buses, taxis and mopeds!) that
adhere to this.

It is pointless passing any legislation, whether at national or local level, without effective policing
since most of the public will simply ignore it knowing full well that no action will be taken.

David Denning.
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Lights

who donated money either through our letter box or at the Red lion or
S via Gisela Revill. It was the first year that we lit our house for

% charity. The lights raised over £23 donated through the letter box and
) more via Mrs Revill. We hope that next year we will be able to have
0 a proper fixed collection box outside to make donating easier.

Unfortunately we could not put one out this year as we did not have a
safe place to leave it.

' We would like to say a big Thank You to all the locals and visitors

We hope that everyone enjoyed our display and, to answer a few of the questions we have been
asked, we would like to say, it takes my husband a couple of nights in our loft to go through to
make sure all the bulbs work. Then depending on the weather, roughly 8 hours to put them up.
Most of the lights are very low wattage so are fairly cheap to run. We also set them on timers to
save running around turning switches on and off. We do try to vary our display every year and we
pick up new lights in the sales.

It gives us great pleasure when children come to see the house and many want their house to be the
same. A lot of parents ask both of us when are we turning our lights on as the children can’t wait.
It seems that once our house is lit that means Santa can find Coltishall. We have heard some lovely
stories about our lights and my daughter tried her best to let everyone at pre-school know we had a
snowman on our garage, much to the other children’s disbelief. A few came round to our house
and, even though there was no snow, there was a snowman on the garage.

We try to turn on our lights on the 1% December until the 1% January. We hope to raise some
money for the East Anglian Air Ambulance with our next display.

We would like to say a Happy new year to all the readers.

Mr and Mrs Queripel
I Kings road, Coltishall



Operation Christmas Child

Well, we did it!!! Last year 5,500 boxes, this year 6,300 and we
worked from the middle of October to 21% December. One lorry came
from Poland and picked up 3,000 boxes then went on to Chelmsford for
a further 7,000 to ensure a full load of 10,000 boxes, which went direct
to Belarus where Samaritan’s Purse have a school, an orphanage and a
hospice for children with aids.

The staff at the orphanage give the children a birthday party every month as most of them don’t live
over a year. Boxes were taken to surrounding villages too. The rest of our boxes left for Romania
on the 16™ where our Manager John Bree and his wife Sue, along with other volunteers, flew out at
their own expense to distribute the boxes to the children. Apparently there are no sign posts, the
terrain is very bad and it was wet and cold. They had been travelling all day distributing boxes and
realised they were lost and had one more village to visit. They arrived at 10pm, five hours late and
the children were still patiently waiting. John and Sue tell me the happiness on the children’s faces
at seeing the boxes made their day worthwhile. They also said they have never seen such poverty
and the older folk in the villages have asked for warm clothing, blankets etc. and this is our next
project as John and Sue will be returning in the new year. If you have any unwanted warm
clothing, blankets etc. please let me know. Asda have been marvellous and already are sending us
any “returns” which | cartonise and send off (4-8 per month).

Of course none of this could happen without a band of loyal volunteers and | am indebted to Brian
& Jennifer Medlar who processed 1,500 boxes at their home and to June Cletheroe who, in two
trips to Lowestoft, collected well over 1,000 boxes. (We even managed to eat our sandwiches by
the sea). June then went on collecting from schools, colleges and churches in and around Norfolk.
My thanks to Mark Church, Jill Blackburn, Sue Hill, Alison Denning, Margaret Powley, Melvin
Sims, Corriena & Vanessa Scollay, Dee Wilkinson and Yvonne Dyson. Thanks too to my husband
John who supports me so much with each campaign and of course to the men at the TA Centre for
accommodating us and the boxes so well. Monies sent from the boxes - £14,112.

To generate funds for the 2004 Campaign there will be a Flower Arranging Demonstration by
David Wright on Wednesday 12" May in Burroughes Hall, Stratton Strawless. Tickets at £4
include a buffet supper with wine and will be on sale beginning April. Contact Shirley on 279329
or June on 754538 or Jennifer on 754696. Please come and support us, we always enjoy a good
evening, the flower arrangements are raffled off and this year we are having a ‘Bear Raffle’ too.

Shirley Barber
Area Co-ordinator Operation Christmas Child
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Please Note

That on Tuesday afternoons children from Coltishall Primary School do their

Cyclist Training Course and eventually their testing. They use the junction of St @

John’s Close with Rectory Road and about 100 meters each way on Rectory NS

Road. 2 /(f
(T )

It would be a great help to their safety if that junction especially outside the ‘
Rectory and the Church Rooms could be left free of parked vehicles between
1.30 and 3.00 pm. e

No one wants to see a child hurt so please help to avoid that possibility

Alan T Groves



Thank You
The family of the late Margaret Coman would like to say thank you to those who gave donations to
“The Friends of Hautbois’ in memory of Margaret.
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The Sunday Papers

For the last 50 years a member of the Bunting family from Horstead has
delivered Sunday papers in the villages of Horstead and Coltishall.

We have lived in our house for 44 years and have never known a Sunday
without Sunday papers. Firstly, I would like to thank the Bunting family
from which one member or another has never failed to turn up .whatever the
weather conditions.

Sunday 21° December 2003 was the last delivery. Due to family circumstances Wayne has had to
give up and there seems to be nobody to take over.

All this happened suddenly and, as far as | know, there is no one who knows what will happen from
now on.

I would be grateful if, through the Marlpit, I could find out if there is some kind person who is
prepared to sacrifice his or her Sunday rest in order that we and the other 70 customers may
continue to benefit from a delivery which has long been a much appreciated service. Perhaps by
now the situation has been solved, but if not, any suggestions would be helpful.

Thank you.
M and R Downing

Editor: please see ‘News From The Post Office’
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I Want Women’s Clothing

Yes | know it sounds “kinky’, but I really do need women’s clothing, of
which there is probably a lot surplus, by being the wrong size, the
wrong colour or out of fashion. And I also need men’s clothing,
probably well worn and most of all | need children’s clothing that have
been outgrown. As | mentioned last month all is needed by ‘Daisy’ for
the Romanian poor. Clothing and blankets are the principle need but
any other items such as books, bric a brac, videos or cassettes can be
turned into cash at the ‘Daisy’ shop on Magdalen Street.

Unfortunately last month I did not give my full address which has caused a few problems, so please
note it is Forever Autumn, 2 Westbourne Road, Coltishall (near the football ground) and the
telephone number is 01603 737262.

Please leave on the porch if | am out with the dogs or ‘phone if you want a collection. Many
thanks.

Alan Groves



Thank You

Many thanks to all those who supported the Coltishall and Horstead Christmas Fair on Saturday,
6" December 2003. We managed to raise £500. This will go towards new equipment for the
children. Thanks again.

Verity Alexander
Pre-school committee secretary
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Growing Up With Ben
Lapland 2003 - The Search For Santa

By the time you read this article it will be February 2004 and Christmas 2003 will seem a distant
memory but | promised a report on Christmas in Lapland so here it is.

We actually travelled to Lapland in Early December but the Christmas theme starts as soon as you
board the plane to Lapland. The stewards and stewardesses are wearing Christmas hats and other
festive trimmings and during the flight children were given the opportunity to sing carols over the
planes’ speakers.

Arriving at Kittila airport there is snow on the ground and a biting wind sweeping the runway as
you disembark. However, once inside the relative warmth of what was a very small airport, the
festive fun continues as the airport itself is well decorated for Christmas. The theme continues as
you board the coach for the 1% hour trip to Luosto as the coach is decorated inside with tinsel and
baubles and the sound system plays a selection of Christmas music including the *Search For Santa
special song (a copy of which you receive on CD at the end of your holiday). Our courier, suitably
bedecked in Christmas finery, explains that during our search for Santa we will meet four elves ...
Tricky Dicky, Snowy Bowy, Speedy Sam and Noisy Nod. These elves will tell us where they last
saw Santa although we are advised that Tricky Dicky is very naughty and often sends you in the
wrong direction.

When we are not far from Luosto the coach slows at a junction and who should we see but Tricky
Dicky waving for us to turn left. Our driver stops the coach and Tricky Dicky gets on but our
driver is sure that Tricky Dicky is not telling us the correct way. Tricky Dicky is not impressed and
proceeds to throw snowballs in the coach before he jumps off and we pull away. Fortunately there
were no direct hits and we’ll be ready for him next time we see him. Upon arrival at Luosto you
are first taken to a warehouse building where you are “kitted-out” with your winter all-in-one outfit
and boots. It’s then back on the coach for a quick tour of the village before you are dropped off at
your respective accommodation.

We had opted for a log cabin and it was just as you would have imagined and hoped for. A
traditional log cabin set in a small group amongst snow covered fir trees with welcoming candles
lighting the windows. Although it was a traditional log cabin on the outside, the inside was well
equipped with a real log fire (with a supply of dry logs in the attached wood store) and our own
sauna attached to the shower room.

All our meals were included in the holiday and were served in a large ‘log cabin’ about 15 minutes
away on foot (or sledge for Ben). Once we had unpacked and settled in it was time to put on our
‘outfits” and walk to the ‘food cabin’. It was at this point that | made my first mistake. It’s only 15
minutes away, | won’t need a hat and gloves I thought, and off we set. You don’t realise when
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you’re inside a warm cabin quite how cold it is outside and by the time we reached the restaurant
my ears were burning and my fingers were numb. For those interested in the quality and quantity
of the food served I can say, as a person who appreciates both quality and quantity, that the food
was excellent, as was the choice and the general atmosphere while you dined. There was a bar for
pre and post dinner drinks and an entertainer every night for the children.

Day 2 of the holiday was the start of our search for Santa and we first went by coach to a cabin in
the woods where all the letters sent to Santa are *sorted’. Two elves were busy arranging the many
letters as we all peered through the windows. Suddenly, who was that in amongst the letters? None
other than Tricky Dicky, and the naughty elf grabbed handfuls of the letters and threw them into the
air. The children chased him out of the cabin and into the woods throwing snowballs at him as he
fled.

Our coach continued on its way until we stopped for an activity event. There was a husky dog
sledge ride, which was great fun and, given that you were sitting virtually at ground level, seemed
very fast. The dog’s enthusiasm for pulling the sledge was evident, even when | was on it. The
light was not full daylight but more of twilight and the magic was enhanced by the many candles
that had been lit throughout the woods. A roaring log fire had been lit in a clearing and you could
sit around this fire drinking hot punch between the various activities. If you fancied being out of
the wind then a tepee had been erected with a log fire burning inside it. There were skidoos
(snowmobiles) for the adults to ride on and mini-skidoos for the children. Ben made straight for
these and had great fun. There was also a variety of sledges and sliders for moving around on the
ice. Finally back to the coach and off somewhere for lunch.

The afternoon stop included a horse and sleigh ride through the woods and more skidoo and
sledging activity. Still no sign of Santa although Speedy Sam and Noisy Nod said they had seen
him nearby. The coach brought us back to our cabins with plenty of time to relax before our
evening meal.

Day 3 was a rest day or rather there was no organised coach trip. Julie and Ben opted to try the ice
skating (all free including the use of the skates). The setting was magical with yellow sodium lights
glistening on the ice rink, snow covered fir trees in the background and Christmas music playing.
They both enjoyed it. Whilst they were skating | had made way to the souvenir shop in the distance
and | was assessing the possibility of taking home a pair of reindeer antlers when a female voice in
the distance boomed ‘don’t do it’. Woman must have some sort of radar system that detects the
imminent purchase of an item by the husband that will look out of place and only gather dust if
taken home. | declined the purchase.

We then moved on to sledging where a slope had been prepared with a mound of snow at the end to
stop the fastest sledges (although some sledgers saw this as a challenge and a few managed to
sledge over the snow mound). Ben enjoyed sledging and gradually took his sledge to a higher part
of the slope for maximum speed. We rounded off the activities with a swim in the hotel pool
followed by a Steam and Sauna.

Day 4: The coach picked us up and the search for Santa continued. But first we stopped for more
activities on a frozen lake. Before lunch we had a ride on a reindeer sleigh and after lunch there
was a Lappish Ceremony in a tepee with a roaring log fire, the ceremony culminating in each of us
being marked with two charcoal blobs on our foreheads so that we didn’t grow antlers.

Were we ever going to find Santa? Snowy Bowy told us that Santa was very near and our next stop
took us to the top of the “Fells’, the highest point in this part of Lapland. We were then taken by
skidoo trailer to the top of the fells and it was COLD. Noisy Nod was there and a snowball fight
ensued with all the children joining in (and the adults). Was this where Santa was?

There was a large log hut and one by one the children were called over to the entrance with their
parents. We were told that this is where all the toys are made and you can go inside and watch, so
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in we went. Would you believe it? There amongst the elves was Santa Claus and he had the letter
that Ben had sent to him and as a special treat he gave Ben one of the presents that was on his list.
It was enchanting and magical and Ben was thrilled to meet the real Santa Claus.

The return coach journey to Luosto was, as you can imagine, occupied with presents being opened
and played with, accompanied of course by many renditions of the ‘Search for Santa’ song.

The next morning it was time to pack our cases and be taken back to the airport at Kittila for our
plane home. It had been a wholly enjoyable and thoroughly well organised trip which could not be
faulted. All that and the real Santa too!
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News From The Post Office

Anyone coming into the shop at the moment will quickly observe that we
are in the midst of redecorating. It was not intended to be major (‘just a
lick of paint’) but, with an old property, something as minor as removing
a shelf can have significant consequences — as the plaster fell off the wall
and the power cables came down around my ears | was reminded of that
old song — T’was on the Monday morning . . Please bear with us — it will
probably get worse before it gets better, but hopefully it will be brighter
and cleaner and worth the effort.

On the subject of power cables, one of our postmen came back after his round early in January
looking a little shaken. He had been on the corner of Patricia Avenue in Horstead when a tree came
down bringing the overhead cables with it. He described how he stood with his bike watching the
sparks fly all around him. It just goes to show the risks the posties take to get the mail to your
door!

Following the sad and premature death of Aidan Bunting, whose family had been doing Sunday
newspaper deliveries in this area for many years, we have decided to start Sunday rounds in some
parts of the village. We will be starting Sunday deliveries in Horstead from the beginning of
February and hope to start one or two rounds in Coltishall soon. To that end we are looking for
Sunday news deliverers for the Coltishall rounds. 1 am also looking for a weekend shop assistant
for Saturday afternoons and Sunday mornings. Please call me on 737277 for more details.

Steve Haines
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Coltishall Parish Council Meeting
Monday, 5" January 2004, Village Hall, Rectory Road, Coltishall

Chairman’s Report: The letter from Broadland District Council
regarding the closure of the Public toilets in Coltishall was read out.
The Clerk to write to Broadland requesting a breakdown of the costs,
whether the facility was disabled friendly, which owned the premises
and what services Broadland paid for. This was classified as an asset
to the village. The Publicans and Brewery’s were to be asked to
donate to keeping the facilities open to the public.

Highways: Nigel Haines reported that local residents have proposed the 30 mph speed limits along
St James. On the B1150 the 20 mph speed limits would be put in place. The parking bay near the
garage was to be removed. The ripple strip was still being looked into. The No Waiting signs were
to be removed. The concern that if new signs restricting the parking to 45 minutes, who would
police the limit. A regular visit by a Traffic Warden was to be requested.

Gritting Bins: Mr Haines explained that the Highways department had agreed to cover the Ling
Road Estate and grit the footpaths etc. The letter regarding reducing the speed limit on the
Wroxham to Coltishall Road from 60mph to 40mph had been sent; no reply had been received yet.

Footpaths: Several complaints had been received from residents along Kings Road regarding the
dumping of garden waste on the Bridle Path running between Kings Road and the Allotment site.
The clerk to write to all the residents along Kings Road explaining that this was a Public Right of
Way and that this was not a dumping ground for garden waste.
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Correspondence:
The letter from Broadland District Council was read out regarding the application by Tarmac
withdrawing their application. This was met with full approval.

The Church Clock has been serviced and no major problems had been found.

Broadland District Council: Review of activities for the Older Residents. The Clerk suggested that
she send Broadland a list from the Marlpit regarding the activities of the Older Residents in the
village.

Youth Club: The next meeting was to be held on the 12" January 2004. The Pharmacy had
donated £50.00 towards the funds of the Youth Club.

The Sub-committee for the replacement swings explained that the estimated cost would be in the
region of £3,000 although they were still looking into the project and further information to be
obtained from Mr. Savory. The replacement swings would need to be in two parts one for infants
and the other side for older children.
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Extracts from the Draft Minutes of a Meeting

Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council
Held in the Tithe Barn on Wednesday, 14" January 2004

Glebe Way Housing: An informative meeting took place at Wherry Housing on 20" November
between officials of the Housing Association, representatives from Broadland District Council
Housing Department, our District Councillor - Councillor Mallett, the Chairman — Mr R Brighton,
and Mr T Thurling - representative of local residents, concerning the allocation of the
accommodation in Glebe Way, especially the ‘adapted’ bungalows. The Housing Association gave
an undertaking that, whenever these premises became vacant the applicants would be scrutinised
and, if practicable, preference given to the elderly, disabled or those with local connections. Under
government legislation the officials could not guarantee this would happen in every case, but at
least they were prepared to acknowledge the concerns of Parishioners.

Footpath No. 4: From Buxton Road running east of All Saints Church to the River Bure. The
Inspector, Helen Slade, appointed by The Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs, has confirmed the Order which will effect the amendment of the Definitive Map and
Definitive Statement in line with the application by Horstead with Stanninghall Parish Council to
Norfolk County Council in April 1997.

The Council would like to thank all the residents who helped in the preparation of the Council’s
application with special thanks to Councillor, Mrs Kate Lawrance, who drafted all the necessary
papers, and liaised with the County Council in what was a long and protracted procedure.

Pond: The Council agreed to the proposed environmental work on the pond/old reading room site,
as submitted by Councillor Benton, which would involve the planting of a hedge and two trees, but
the area would in the main continue as an open space. The Council hoped, in the near future, to
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install a second seat, similar to the one on Mill Road corner, but should any Parishioner wish to
make a donation, this would be gratefully received. To abide by the terms of the Public Liability
Insurance, the Council had to prohibit “all fishing, swimming, and other waterside activities’, by
members of the public. A suitable notice would be posted.

Precept: It was agreed the precept for year commencing 1% April 2004 should be set at £8,500,
which is an increase of £400 on the previous year. This is mainly due to the increase in insurance
charges, maintenance, grass cutting etc. of the recreation ground, and £1,000 set aside as a
contribution towards the Youth Club, which has been established at Coltishall Community Centre,
in conjunction with Coltishall Parish Council (£1,000), and Norfolk County Youth Services. This
money would only be allocated on a needs/demand basis, but the Council felt, as this club is open
to all youngsters from the village, their needs should not be ignored. The remainder was purely for
the maintenance of facilities in the village, including the churchyard, with the retention of a small
reserve. It was agreed the only allowances that would be paid would be mileage for the Clerk and
Councillors engaged on council business. The accounts are available for inspection on application
to the Clerk.

Playing Field: It was agreed Norfolk County Services should continue maintenance etc. A full
safety inspection would be carried out in the near future, but the Chairman reported that some of the
equipment was showing its age.

Mill: Following a meeting between Norfolk County Council and Broads Authority representatives,
the Chairman and Mr M Clarke, of the Mill Sub-Committee, it had been decided, because of the
financial implications, not to pursue the suggestion that the Mill path to Coltishall should be
formally designated. The Chairman considered that the financial burden that would be placed upon
the parish was totally out of proportion and the path would remain as ‘permissive’ only. The
County Council as a result had removed the finger post and this would not be replaced. Work
continues on the strengthening of quay heading of the beach area, all expense being met with the
grant from the Landfill Tax and the Broads Authority. Two seats will be installed, one donated by
a parishioner, Mr M North, a member of the Mill Committee, in memory of his late Wife, Christine.

Extraction Of Gravel Applications:

TARMAC: Notification had been received that the appeal by Tarmac, in respect of their original
application to extract mineral at the Norwich Road site had been abandoned. The Company was,
however, continuing with their application for a smaller area on the same site. A hearing is due to
be held at County Hall on a date to be fixed.

Longwater: The Council decided not to object to an application by the Company for a single
entrance to their site at Buxton Road rather than the two separate entrance and exits, as in the
original granted application.

Frimstone: Notification had been received from the Company that extraction of minerals on their
site at Mayton would commence in March/April. Through the good offices of County Councillor,
Shaun Murphy, the ‘Gremlins’ affecting the flashing 30mph sign had been sorted out. Councillor
A Watts reported there was a definite reduction in speed of vehicles on this stretch of road since its
installation.

Annual Parish Meeting: Saturday 17" April in the Tithe Barn at 2.30pm.

Police Liaison Officer: PC Roger has been replaced by PC 570 Adam Hicks who is stationed at
Aylsham. He reported that for the period 1% - 31st December 2003 there had been 1 burglary and 3
thefts in the Horstead area.

Marlpit: The Council would also like to express their appreciation to the Editors and Committee
of the Marlpit for their help in printing details of minutes etc. over the past twelve months, which, it
is felt helps to publicise the work of the Council and keeps Parishioners informed.
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Coltishall and Horstead Women'’s Institute

The Annual general meeting held in November was well attended. The ladies
were asked to think about ideas for the Colonel Cator cup the, theme of which
this year will be Signs of the Zodiac. Several members will be going to see
the production of Kiss Me Kate at the end of January at the Theatre Royal.
The visit to the Coltishall RAF camp had been an excellent outing. The group
were taken to the history room, round the airfield and were able to see the
radar in operation in the control tower. After which they were entertained
e WIth tea and biscuits.

The members received full reports about the group’s activities and financial situation over the last
year. It has been a very busy and highly successful year with forty-three members. A new
committee was elected and Margaret Waite was elected to be the President for the coming year.

In December the ladies, husbands, partners and friends enjoyed a fun packed Christmas party in the
village hall. The tables were beautifully decorated and the array of food was as always sumptuous.
The very talented and versatile Jubilee Players provided the entertainment, which was both comical
and serious.

A big thank-you to the committee and other helpers from the members for another wonderful year.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 18" February at 7.30pm in the Church room. Do come
along and make some new friends.

R I S S e i S S e e e i S e

Christmas is over yet again for another year and here we are struggling with another gloomy
January, yuck! 1 hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and would like to wish you a very Happy
New Year, mind you I can’t really remember Christmas, it all seems like a bit of a dream!

Now we need something to cheer us up and what better than the Jubilee Players pantomime.
Perfect! So I hope you are practising the proper panto responses out there in Marlpit land because
it isn’t long before the panto season starts. Rehearsals are ticking along nicely, the prompt is
working very hard as most of the cast have been brave and put their books down and are struggling
to remember their lines in the right places. The chorus have been singing their little hearts out
down at the Salvation Army hall. The director, Neil Phillips, has decided this year that the songs
will all have a theme, so they will be easily recognisable and easy to sing along too, he has chosen
all Beatle songs so most people will know them and we are expecting great things from the
audience.

Babes in the Wood is set in Nottingham. Mrs Piper owns a pie shop and her son Tom steals a pig
(helps to remember nursery rhymes here) from the Sheriff of Nottingham, not just any pig but his
prize pig, so obviously the Sheriff is very angry and closes down the pie shop. In the meantime, the
Sheriff has discovered his late brother has fostered his two children to the Sheriff in his will. So as
a further punishment the Sheriff forces Mrs Piper and Tom to move to the castle to look after Sadie
and Simone. That’s when the trouble begins. The Sheriff discovers that should anything happen to
the children he would inherit his brother’s fortune. So with the help of his two hapless deputies
Doo Dah and Day, he sets about trying to harm the children.
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However, his evil plans are soon thwarted with the help of Robin Hood, Maid Marian, Little John,
Friar Tuck and Will Scarlett. Mrs Piper and Tom manage to help too in their own little way. It’s a
great pantomime with lots of jokes and great characters. And it also falls in half term week, so it’s
somewhere to take the children, especially if the weather is as gloomy as it has been.

Babes in the Wood will be coming to the Tithe Barn on Wednesday 18" February to Saturday 21°
February; don’t forget there will be two matinees, one Friday afternoon and one Saturday
afternoon. Tickets will go on sale Saturday 24™ January at the Tithe Barn between 1pm and 2pm.
Afterwards they will be available from Margot Miller, Bure View, Mill Road, Horstead, telephone
number (01603) 737176.

Jayne Downing
& 01603 736450 #=7 jayne@tinkies.freeserve.co.uk

R I S S e i S e S e e e i e

News From The Bell Tower

Ding-dong merrily on high, in heaven the bells are ringing - well they certainly did at St. John's
anyway. Our last visitors, who rang on 2™ December, were the Norwich Diocesan Veterans Group.
There were about 12 of them, so they rang many different methods and seemed to enjoy
themselves, and we had visitors from North, South, East and West throughout last year.

A certain bell ringer called Trevor Bailey of Beccles, started as a twelve year
old school boy and has rung in nearly 3,000 towers across Norfolk, Suffolk and
the rest of Britain, Ireland, United States and Canada. | wondered where such
dedication came from and then | read that he was a bellhanger with the world
renowned Whitechapel bell foundry, having been with them since the tender
age of eighteen. When you consider the places he has been assigned to, like
Aberdeen, where the bells had been left outside, and he had to find them in two
feet of snow before he could start, then to South Carolina in 100 degrees plus, it
was obviously a very interesting and varied career for a young lad to aspire to.

Trevor has been retired for about four years now, but on Christmas morning he loves to be with
friends ringing on this most special day. As we progress at St. John's we hope to have enough
members of the band to ring on Christmas morning, and to ring in the New Year, but this will no
doubt be decided at the Annual General Meeting, so fingers crossed.

If you are thinking about taking up an interesting hobby that makes you use your brain and gives
you plenty of exercise and is socially very pleasant, then why not come along and just watch and
listen on our practise night which is Monday from 7.30 pm to 9 pm. Harvey Meadows, our Tower
Captain, will be very pleased to discuss anything and everything with you, from learning to handle
the bell, which can vary from person to person, you can then progress and take your new hobby as
far as you like. There are books full of wonderful methods and many other churches to visit on
their particular practise night, and you are always made very welcome. So you can take this new
interest and do as much or as little as you can find time for, it's entirely up to you. The first step is
to just come along and have a chat and listen to the bells, see what you think and decide if this is for
you. A new hobby for 2004; you could end up being very pleased with yourself, and we will make
sure of that!

Last but by no means least, a date for your diary. On 17" April 2004 there will be a Northern
Branch Practise night held at St John's, Coltishall from 7.30pm to 9pm. See you there.

Audrey - Secretary
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Coltishall and Horstead Youth Club

The Youth Club would like to thank the following people for their support: Mr Collishaw from The
Pharmacy for his donation of £50, Mr Hadley from Londis for his donation of £250 and ongoing
support, Chris Oakes and all the volunteers who without their support we could not operate.

The Youth Club is on alternate Mondays, 7.00 -9.00 pm starting on the 12™ January at the Social
Club. Membership is £5 for the year and entrance money for each session is 50p. All welcome.

Doreen Snelling - Secretary

R I S e i S S e e e i

Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club

It seems strange to say Happy New Year in February but we do, as it is the
month of the anniversary of our Club Charter, this year we say a special
thank you to our President Mike Barker who was one the visionaries who
formed it in 1976. He is one of only 4 of the 21 original Charter Members
still with the club. At our celebratory lunch in The Broads Hotel on Sunday
1st February there will be 70 guests who will enjoy a good meal, fellowship
and fun. Three will walk away with substantial cheques for their respective
charities - this will be reported next month.

Sea Palling Lifeboat: In the last edition of the Marlpit we said we hoped to help this cause and
when two members of the charity made a passionate presentation to our club it moved us to donate
£5,000 towards a new hull for their boat. This new boat will replace “The Leo” which was funded
mainly by Norwich Lions Leo Club in 1983. Our lion’s share of the new boat will enable it to be
named “Lions Roar” in the Spring when it is commissioned. On 12" December, a rough day at sea,
4 lions dressed in Teletubby suits, dry suits and lifejackets were taken for a trip along the coast to
Happisburgh and back. It was the most exciting hour we have had for years. Who needs Alton
towers with roller coaster ride in real rollers on our doorstep?

The Castaways: Still on a nautical theme, on Saturday 17" April we have booked the Village Hall
in Hoveton, 7.30pm for 8.00pm for an evening of sea shanties, music and song with this group of
12 musicians who have performed for charity since 1997. We will have 120 seats at tables with a
bar provided by the village hall; there will be a raffle as well. The tickets are £5, one of which will
be a lucky ticket with a liquid prize. All proceeds will go to Lions Local Charities. Tickets will be
on sale in the Lions shop, book and pay early as it will be a night not to miss.

£100 Charity Shop Draw: This month the cheque will be sent to British Epilepsy Charity with
thanks to Mr M Porter from Coltishall who was able to enter the draw by donating articles for sale
in the Lions Shop, Riverside Centre, Hoveton. We thank you all for your donations and support.

Ordinary People doing Amazing things.
01603 783737
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Friends of Coltishall and Spixworth Surgeries.

A lot of people in the villages, and especially those living in or visiting Kings

ﬁ Road and College Close, will have seen the brilliant lighting display over and
& around No 1 Kings Road. It was such a pleasant surprise when the owners Mr
¥\ Jon and Mrs Dawn Queripel mentioned to me that they would offer the

money, which would be collected to charity, and would I like it for the

Friends of The Surgeries this year? Mr Derek Wilson, Chairman, was

L~ | delighted and I accepted the kind offer. As a result of the notice set amongst
the lights, on an extinct Christmas tree in the front garden, Dawn has received
donations in envelopes through her door and I have also received monies from

neighbours, the Red Lion and it’s customers.

ﬁ\

Another boost to the fund came from a young serving RAF lady, Helen, who has very recently
moved into the village. Helen gave me her collecting moneyboxes into which she regularly places
her surplus small change through the year. At the end of each year, Helen donates this ‘change’ to
a charity. This year, we are the lucky ones! Well done Helen, that is a splendid gesture and thank
you very much indeed.

During the light show, some interesting comments were passed. Dawn’s Emma’s little friend, on
the way back from pre-school, had argued that there could not possibly be a snowman in the display
as it had not yet snowed! On entering Kings road, silence prevailed until they arrived at No 1
where his little eyes lit up. “You’re right!” he shouted, ‘There is a snowman.’

Lots of young children commented on how pretty it all looked and oft times asked their Mums if
“We could have our house done like this?” Some even said that there were more lights this year
than last. According to Jon, there could be even more in 2004!

The carol singers were also grateful as the amount of illumination provided saved them having to
use their torches. The Friends express their thanks to Jon and Dawn for all their efforts. The
amount raised so far is in the region of £105.

Gisela Revill — Press Officer

E R I i S i S S i S i I i e b i i S 3

Coltishall Jags Under 8 Football Team

On Saturday 22" November we played two games in conditions that were
muddy, cold and wet. In the first game, against Norwich United B, we won
2-0 with goals from George Pennington and Gus Getley.

In the second game, against Mundesley, we took a 2-0 lead, but were
pegged back to 2-1 by half time. In the second half, the muddy conditions
took their toll on what were already tired legs and Mundesley went into a 4-
2 lead, despite Charlie Shepherd saving a penalty. A late penalty by
Coltishall brought it back to 4-3, but we were unable to score an equaliser.
George Pennington scored all 3 goals for Coltishall.

On Saturday 29" November we played two further games. In the first game, against a strong
Cromer team we were overpowered by older and larger boys to lose 3 - 1 having taken the lead
with a goal from George Pennington. For most of the game we were obliged to play with mostly an
Under 7 team. Harvey Marczewski-Newman was outstanding in our defence and was supported
well by the younger players.
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In the second game we were evenly matched with Acle and the game was without score until the
last kick of the game when Acle were very fortunate to steal the win from what should have been a
deserved draw.

On 10" January 2004 we played North Walsham. This was a first league game for Lewes Perretta
and his performance (2 goals) in what was a very good passing game enabled Colt Jags to
comfortably beat a very good North Walsham Team by 3-1. Harvey was again outstanding in
defence.

Our second game on 10™ January was against Mundesley. We continued to play good passing
football and were 1-0 up at half time. However an equaliser for Mundesley came through an
unfortunate mistake by the Colt Jags goalkeeper who had otherwise had an excellent game.

On 17" January 2004 we played Norwich Utd A, to whom we had lost heavily earlier in the season.
Our improving quality of football continued and we were unlucky to lose 1-0 with the goal scored
in the second half. Our second game was against Stalham to whom we had previously lost 6-0.
This time the game was much closer and competitive and was 0-0 at half time. Stalham scored first
in the second half but a goal from Simon Broom, his first for the team, brought us level. We were
being awarded numerous free kicks for fouls by the Stalham team and from one of these Lewes
Perretta scored with an excellent shot giving the goalkeeper no chance. Unfortunately we were
unable to hold on to our 2-1 lead and Stalham equalised to make it 2-2 in what had been an
excellent and competitive game albeit disrupted by Stalham’s insistence on the frequent use of
substitutes.
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Parishes of Coltishall with Great Hautbois and Horstead

Sunday Services

February 1% 4" Sunday of Epiphany (The Feast of the Presentation)
8.00am Holy Communion, All Saints, Horstead Ezekiel 43: 27-44: 4
10.00am Christingle Service, St John the Baptist, Coltishall 1 Corinthians 13: 1-13
Luke 2: 22-40, Psalm 48

February 4™
10.00am Midweek Communion, St John the Baptist, Coltishall
February 8" 34 Sunday Before Lent - Septuagesima  Isaiah 6: 1-8
9.30am Morning Prayer, All Saints, Horstead 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
10.00am Sunday School, Church Room, Coltishall Luke 5: 1-11
11.00am Holy Communion, St. John the Baptist, Coltishall Psalm 138
February 15" 2" Sunday Before Lent - Sexuagesima
9.30am Holy Communion, All Saints Horstead Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-25
10.00am Sunday School, Church Room, Coltishall Revelation 4: 1-end

11.00am Morning Prayer, St. John the Baptist, Coltishall Luke 8: 22-25
6.30pm Service of Healing, St. John the Baptist, Coltishall Psalm 65

February 22" Sunday Next before Lent - Quniquagesima
9.30am Morning Prayer, All Saints, Horstead Exodus 34: 29-35
10.00am Sunday School, Church Room, Coltishall 2 Corinthians 3: 12-42

11.00am Holy Communion, St John the Baptist, Coltishall  Luke 9: 28-36, Psalm 99

Wednesday 25"  Ash Wednesday
7.30pm Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes, St John the Baptist, Coltishall

February 29" Lent 1
10.00am Benefice Communion, Holy Trinity, Gt. Hautbois Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
6.30pm Songs of Praise, Salvation Army Romans 10: 8b-13
Luke 4: 1-13, Psalm 91: 1-11
March 7% Lent 2
8.00am Holy Communion, All Saints, Horstead Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18
10.00am Christingle, St John the Baptist, Coltishall Philippians 3: 17-4: 1

Luke 13: 31-35, Psalm 27

Women’s World Day of Prayer

The service for this will be held at Horstead Church on Friday 5" March at 2.15pm — The speaker
will be the Rev’d Eleanor Rance, Padre at the RAF base.
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The Anglia Division of the Salvation Army is having a visit from the General of the Salvation
Army and his Wife, John and Freda Larsson, the weekend of the 215/22™ February. On Sunday
22" there are special meetings being held at the Spa Pavilion in Felixstowe at 3pm and 5.30pm.
On that day we will have a meeting at Coltishall in the morning but it will be at the earlier time of
10am to allow us time to go and share in the meetings at Felixstowe. If you would like to go to
Felixstowe please speak to Sue Blackburn — 737495.

The Over 60°s Club will take place each Monday in February commencing at 2.30pm. Enquiries
contact Anne Beaver — 737326.

Mini-Market with Li%ht Refreshments (good quality clothing, bric-a-brac, etc) will be held on
Tuesdays, 3" and 17" February from 9.30am till 11.30am. (Tel: 01603 737326).

Coffee Mornings will be held on Tuesdays, 10" and 24" February from 9.30am till 11.30am. Why
not come along and enjoy a cup of coffee (or teal!) and a chat?

Luncheon Club will take place each Wednesday in February at 12.30pm. If you know anyone who
would benefit from attending this Luncheon Club (transport can be arranged) or if you would like
to attend yourself, please contact Envoy on 737152,

The Ecumenical Songs of Praise in February will be held on Sunday 29™ at 6.30pm — this is open to
anyone and you would be made very welcome. Come along and sing your favourite hymn.

LADIES FELLOWSHIP in February will take place on Monday 23" at 8opm when Mr M Smith
will be presenting ‘The Desert in Bloom” with slides. If you have never been to one of our
meetings, or you used to attend, you would be especially welcome to come along and share with us.
Our meetings are very friendly and informal and are open to any lady — you do not have to belong
to the Salvation Army to attend. (Tel: Sue Blackburn — 737495 for more information).

Sue Blackburn

t+++++++++
Bureside Churches Together

Come along and share in the Ecumenical Fellowship which will take place at 8pm on Wednesday,
4™ February at The Salvation Army Hall.

The Lent Course will run each Wednesday in March at The Salvation Army Hall commencing at
8pm. The leader will be Major Irene Draycott from Norwich. Come along and share in these very
special evenings and prepare yourself for Easter.

Sue Blackburn
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Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Services

Februry

Meetings at 11am & 3pm

Meetings at 11am & 3pm

Meetings at 11am & 3pm

Meeting at 10am ONLY

Meeting at 11am

Ecumenical Songs of Praise at 6.30pm

t++ttttttt

Salvation Army Diary

\’* g

February

Over 60’s Club at 2.30pm

Minimarket with Light Refreshments 9.30am-11.30am
Luncheon Club at 12.30pm

Ecumenical Fellowship at 8pm

Over 60’s Club at 2.30pm

Coffee Morning 9.30am — 11.30am

Luncheon Club at 12.30pm

Over 60’s Club at 2.30pm

Minimarket with Light Refreshments 9.30am-11.30am
Luncheon Club at 12.30pm

Over 60’s Club at 2.30pm

Ladies Fellowship at 8pm-‘The Desert in Bloom’
Coffee Morning 9.30am — 11.30am

Luncheon Club at 12.30pm

t++ttttttt




Floodlighting for St John the Baptist, Coltishall

Week Commencing In Memoriam Sponsor

15" February Frank Hall Nora Hall

22" February Dorothy Francis David and Judy Francis
22" February Remembering Hilda Collins on the centenary ~ Roger Collins

of her birth 23" February 1904

If you would like to sponsor the Church Floodlighting in memory of a loved one or to celebrate a
special occasion, please contact please contact Jill Blackburn, Telephone 737442.

++++++++++
Friends of Coltishall Church
‘GOING FOR A SONG’

A concert by

THE MUSICAL FRIENDS

Musical Director: Clive Ashwin

Coltishall Parish Church
Saturday 28" February 7.30pm

The Musical Friends is a group of singers and instrumentalists numbering about 20 based
in Aylsham. This programme will be composed of music for a mixed choir and a wind
group, linked by selected readings.

Items will include a wide range of music of all periods from the medieval to the modern.
All the music is tuneful and easy to understand, and should appeal to everyone,
regardless of age or musical interests.

Dr Clive Ashwin, Musical Director, was formerly Professor and Dean of Education and
Performing Arts at Middlesex Polytechnic and is now Professor Emeritus, Middlesex
University.

Tickets £5 to include wine and a finger supper are obtainable from:
Pat Morris - 738437
Zena Garrad — 738371

Looking forward to seeing you

Proceeds will be put towards the Toilet Facilities Project in the Church
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